Upon what ground is it assumed that highly excited religious emotion will not follow the same physiological laws as exaggerated emotion from any other source ? The broad facts of the "revival" point to a heightened religious sentiment, increased by sympathy, in the districts within which the " revival " prevails; and among other and as occasional results of powerful and protracted, selfcontained emotion, we find certain familiar, hysterical, and ecstatic phenomena, particularly among young people. These phenomena are mainly explicable upon physiological grounds ; and except in so far as they may be misinterpreted and misused by enthusiastic professors of religion, they cannot be legitimately paraded as arguments either for or against the purity of the " revival." The same remarks are applicable also to the instances of insanity which are reported to have occurred during the progress of the " revival." In these exceptional phenomena we see the indications of emotion which has overleaped its normal bounds, which in the present instance has in too many instances been misunderstood, and which, if not checked, may lead to a plentiful crop of visionaries, ecstatics, and so-called demoniacal possessions,* as in * According to a letter of the Times' Correspondent at the seat of the revival, written since the foregoing was penned, the movement has already produced a plentiful crop of visionaries. He writes :?
. .
There has been witnessed in this ultra-Protestant and enlightened community a series of visionaries, wonderful sleeps aud trances, deafness and dumb- We may mention also, as an example of one of the horrible eccentricities of suicide, an instance which occurred very lately, of an insane patient (a ladv) who deliberately set fire to her clothing, and endured all the fierce scorching of the flames " without a shriek or cry of any sort."
Death resulted, and it is stated that the patient had once before attempted to commit self-destruction in a similar maimer.
The point of greatest interest, perhaps, in connexion with suicide, during the quarter, is a threatened collision between the Law and the Church on the question of the interment of self-murderers. The circumstances are thus stated by the _iEnglish Churchman, July 28th :? " In our Parliamentary Report, last week, we gave the substance of a petition presented by Lord Brougham, complaining that a clergyman in Leicestershire had refused to bury one of his parishioners who had committed suicide, while in a state of 'temporary insanity,' according to the verdict of the coroner's inquest. The Lord Chancellor (Lord Campbell) is reported to have stated that there could be no doubt whatever that the clergyman was wrong in point of law?that he had no right to form and act upon his own opinion contrary to that of the coroner's jury?and that the deceased was entitled to Christian burial according to the rites of the Church of England. In other words, we presume, the law of the matter is declared to be, that a clergyman must accept the verdict of the coroner's jury as decisive of the matter, and that unless that verdict be one of felo de se, the deceased is entitled to Christian burial, even though the evidence in the case, or the clergyman's own knowledge of the circumstances and character of the deceased, may convince him that the verdict was an untrue one.
"We must confess our ignorance of the statute or common law upon which the Lord Chancellor's opinion is founded, but we do know that when we turn to our prayer books we find it distinctly declared in the rubric prefixed to the burial service, that c the office is not to be used for any that . circumlocution,' presents its slouch-like expanse to retard the progress of immediate action. The Colonial-office still insists that the Governor and the House of Assembly of Jamaica (which, by the way, will not meet till the end of October) must again be consulted on the subject."
